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Why ProofSmith — Category Definition.
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Category Definition  ·  ProofSmith analysis  ·  October 2026

Assessed: 151 systems.  Enforces, no evidence: 73  ·  Neither: 38  ·  Evidence, no enforcement: 26  ·  On a boundary: 3  ·  Set off the axes (different layer): 11.  Enforces + Evidence: ProofSmith.

Source: ProofSmith adjudication register, version 5.3; publicly available information (product documentation, patents and filings), as of October 26, 2026. The register of placements is ours and is not published.

73 placed
Identity providers, privileged-access managers, AI gateways and 
agent-security platforms, together with the industry reference 
architectures now being published for securing agents. They 
establish who an agent is and what it may touch, and they can stop 
it. The record of each decision is kept by the party that made it.

38 placed
Governance, posture, risk and observability tools. They describe, 
inventory and score, which every program needs, but they neither 
stop an action nor produce evidence a third party can check.

26 placed
Attestation, provenance and signing tools. They sign a workload, a 
model, a build or a statement, but they do not decide whether an 
action may run, and most depend on trusting the issuer or the 
hardware.

The decision is taken before the act, against authority written in 
advance, and the proof can be checked by anyone authorized 
without relying on the word of the operator, the platform or 
ProofSmith. ProofSmith is built for this quadrant.

Every system outside the upper right is a prospective partner, not a competitor: ProofSmith sits after it, at the last gate before the action runs.
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